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                                    Marking your card
The first rule of marking your card is to make sure it is legible! The second is to make sure it is marked as your card.

First fill in the name of the competition, the date and the time you are teeing off.

Then put your name against “Player A” with your exact handicap.

As your exact handicap will be in decimal points you will need to round it up or down to a full stroke. For example if your exact handicap is 14.4 it is rounded down to 14, if it is 14.5 it is rounded up to 15. The rule is up to .4 round down, from .5 to.9 round up.

In some competitions, you may not be playing off full handicap; hence there is a strokes received box. If you are playing off full handicap round your actual handicap accordingly. 

If it is a fraction of your handicap, divide your actual handicap by the fraction then round up or down accordingly. 

Handicap strokes are awarded according to the difficulty of the hole.  This is known as the stroke index of the hole. This is shown on the card in the 6th column from the left.

The hardest hole is stroke index 1 and the easiest hole is stroke index 18. If a player has a handicap of 18 they receive a stroke on each hole, if they has a handicap of 17 they do not receive a stroke on the easiest hole, if they have a handicap of 19, they receive 2 strokes on the hardest hole. A player who does not receive any strokes (a handicap of 0) is called a scratch player.

An example is shown below;
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Once you have done, this, you need to swap your card with another player in your group, before you tee off. This player will be the marker of your card.  

Cards are marked differently depending on the type of competition. For stroke play competitions, such as the monthly medal, cards are marked like so;
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You can see from this card, that the marker puts his own score in the first column and your score in Player A's column. You can see that in this example, where you (Player A) have scored a 2 on a hole, the marker has ringed it. This is important if the competition you have entered has a two’s pot. A two’s pot awards a share of the pot to anyone who has scored a 2 or better on a hole (gross not nett) Players must have paid into the pot before the round. Marking the card like this ensures that the club secretary knows that someone has a share of the two's money.

You can see how the score for the outward 9 holes and inward 9 holes are added at the end, and the handicap stroke allowance is deducted from the total score. The nett score is then put in the large box at the bottom of the card.

The card must then be signed by the marker and the player before submission, otherwise the card is not accepted and the player is disqualified from the competition.

Other formats have differences in the way that cards are marked. The below example is for a Stableford competition.

In these types of competition it is important to know which holes, strokes are received on.

To ensure the card is marked correctly the marker will often use a dot or a ring to mark these holes or a cross to mark which holes strokes are not received on.
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You can see from this card that it is the points that count not the score.  The points for Player A are put in the far right column by the marker and the total points score is put in the large box.  You can see in the markers column, that the marker has recorded their strokes and their points by separating them by a diagonal line  strokes / points.  Once again, holes where strokes are awarded are marked in advance to make sure they are given on the the right holes.  For example on hole 1 player A had 4 strokes which, with his handicap, became a nett 3 strokes earning 3 points, On hole 8 where the player did not get a stroke his score of 5 was not adjusted.

For holes where no points are awarded the points box is usually marked with a line “--“ or a “0”

Have a look at the competition formats page on the web site to see how points are scored.

Another format played is the Par or Bogey comp. Here the card is marked with a minus for over par, a 0 for par and a plus for under par. The number of pluses minus the number of minuses gives an overall score. The higher the plus score, the better the round.
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 If the marker makes a mistake on a card, they may cross it out and do it again, but must place their initials next to the error.
In matchplay competitions it is not necessary to swap cards, however you can mark your card to make a note of which holes you have a stroke allowance and whether you are up or down in the match. In matchplay competitions, player’s handicap allowances are based on the difference between the player with the lowest handicap and the other player(s). See the competitions format page for more details.

An example is shown below;
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You can also notice on this card that the competition was played as ¾ handicap, so although Player A has a handicap of 15.6 he only received strokes on the hardest 12 holes as 15.6 x ¾ = 11.7  which rounds up to 12
In the example above it is asumed that the opponent had a scratch handicap, so Player A would receive all 12 strokes. but for example if the opponent had a ¾ handicap of 6, Player A would only receive strokes on stroke index 1-6. If the opponent had a ¾ handicap of 15, Player A would have to give strokes on stroke index 1-3.

In doubles matchplay, all players get the difference from the lowest handicap player regardless of which team they are on
In important matchplay rounds, such as a final, an independent referee normally marks the card
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